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very properly and severely reproached by Germany when
the truth came out a little later.184
Sazonov's conceptions and methods were precisely analo-
gous to those of Berchtold. He calculated, by giving Kavala
to Bulgaria, to win her definitely to the side of the Triple
Entente, checkmate suspected Austrian intrigues at Sofia,
and bring about a reconciliation between Bulgaria and
Serbia; then, in case of a European war, Serbia need not
worry about Macedonia and the Bulgarian frontier, but
could turn her main attack against Austria—a possibility
of which Berchtold and his Chief of Staff were very much
afraid. Furthermore, Sazonov believed that Kavala in
Bulgarian hands would be a protection against Greek naval
interference with Russia's cherished ambitions in regard
to the Dardanelles, especially as the King of Greece was
the German Kaiser's brother-in-law. So Sazonov used all
his efforts at the Bucharest Peace Conference to get Kavala
restored to the Bulgarians. But he did not at once inform
his French Ally of the importance which he attached to this
policy. He did, however, secure from the Russian treasury,
at the suggestion of Izvolski and the French Minister of
the Interior, a second sum of 100,000 francs with which
to bribe the French Press, stipulating that the money was
to be used for propaganda in favor of Russia's Balkan inter-
ests as well as in favor of the new law increasing the French
army. But the Turks were reported by the Russian finan-
cial agent in Paris to be spending much more generously for
bribery in the opposite direction—five million francs, with
100,000 to La Libre Parole alone. France did not support
Sazonov's Kavala policy, and the Franco-Russian news-
paper feud, mentioned above, burst forth. Izvolski natu-
rally complained:. "This incident is for me personally ex-
tremely painful" He bluntly criticized Sazonov for not
informing the French Government frankly at the beginning
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